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Abstract: This article explores the intricate depiction of society and individual relationships in William Faulkner's 
“The Sound and the Fury”. Through its fragmented narrative structure and multi-perspective storytelling, the 
novel delves deeply into the tensions between individual identity and societal expectations. Faulkner's portrayal 
of the Compson family serves as a microcosm of Southern society's decline, illustrating the complex interplay 
between tradition, class, and personal struggle. Key themes such as loss, morality, and the search for meaning 
highlight the characters' attempts to navigate their fractured realities. By analyzing the novel’s innovative use of 
stream-of-consciousness technique and its symbolic representation of time and memory, this study illuminates 
Faulkner's profound commentary on the human condition and its inextricable link to societal constructs. This 
analysis underscores the relevance of Faulkner's work in addressing universal questions about individuality, 
morality, and the dynamics of human relationships within a shifting cultural landscape. 
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Introduction: William Faulkner’s The Sound and the 
Fury is a seminal work of modernist literature that 
delves deeply into the intricate relationships between 
society and the individual. Set in the American South 
during the early 20th century, the novel portrays the 
decline of the Compson family, symbolizing the 
disintegration of traditional Southern values and the 
alienation of individuals within a transforming society. 
Through its fragmented narrative and experimental 
stream-of-consciousness technique, Faulkner 
examines themes of identity, family dynamics, and 
social dislocation. The interplay between societal 
expectations and personal struggles is vividly captured 
in the lives of the Compson siblings, whose experiences 
reflect broader questions about memory, morality, and 
cultural heritage. By intertwining personal narratives 
with societal commentary, Faulkner presents a 
profound exploration of the human condition, making 
The Sound and the Fury a timeless investigation of the 
relationship between the individual and society. This 
study seeks to analyze how these interactions are 
constructed and their broader implications within the 
context of the novel. 

METHODOLOGY 

The methodology employed in this study is a qualitative 
literary analysis aimed at examining the interplay 
between society and individual relations in William 
Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury. This approach 
emphasizes close reading, thematic analysis, and 
contextual interpretation to explore the intricate 
dynamics of character interactions and societal 
influences depicted in the novel. To achieve this, the 
study first conducts a comprehensive textual analysis of 
key passages, focusing on Faulkner’s use of narrative 
techniques such as stream of consciousness, 
fragmented chronology, and symbolism. These 
elements are analyzed to understand how Faulkner 
constructs the inner lives of the Compson family 
members while situating their experiences within a 
broader societal framework. Particular attention is paid 
to how these techniques reflect the psychological 
struggles of the characters and their responses to the 
disintegration of traditional Southern values. 

Additionally, the study employs a historical-contextual 
approach to examine the socio-cultural milieu of the 
American South during the early 20th century, which 
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profoundly influences the novel’s themes. This involves 
reviewing secondary sources, such as critical essays and 
historical analyses, to understand the social 
hierarchies, racial tensions, and gender expectations 
that shape the characters’ lives. Lastly, the research 
draws on theoretical frameworks, including 
psychoanalytic and existentialist perspectives, to 
further interpret the relationship between individual 
identity and societal constraints. By synthesizing 
textual evidence with these theoretical insights, the 
study aims to illuminate how Faulkner critiques societal 
norms while portraying the complexities of personal 
and familial relationships. 

RESULTS  

The analysis of The Sound and the Fury uncovers a 
profound examination of the interaction between 
individual identities and societal expectations, as 
depicted through the fragmented lives of the Compson 
family. Faulkner’s innovative narrative techniques, 
such as stream of consciousness and non-linear 
storytelling, allow readers to explore the complex 
psychological states of his characters and their 
responses to societal pressures. The novel provides a 
stark portrayal of the collapse of societal norms and 
family structures, which in turn leads to personal 
alienation and disillusionment. 

The character of Benjy, whose perception of time is 
fragmented and circular, symbolizes the decline of the 
Southern social order. His narrative is filled with 
sensory impressions and emotional associations rather 
than chronological events, which reflects the 
disintegration of societal structure and the loss of 
coherence in the world around him. Benjy’s confusion 
and inability to understand the changing world mirror 
the collapse of traditional values in the South. For 
example, Benjy's repeated references to his sister 
Caddy and his disjointed recollections of events (such 
as the loss of the family farm and his longing for his 
sister's presence) reflect a world in disarray, where 
personal relationships and social roles no longer have 
clear meaning or order. 

Quentin, who narrates the second section, is obsessed 
with time and honor, especially in relation to his sister 
Caddy. His fixation on her perceived loss of innocence 
and the family's reputation underlines his internal 
struggle between his personal ideals and the harsh 
reality around him. Quentin’s tragic end, when he 
drowns himself in the Mississippi River, underscores his 
inability to reconcile the social ideals imposed on him 
and his family with the chaotic reality he faces. A 
poignant example is his continual refrain of "I give you 
the mausoleum of all hope and desire; I give it to you 
not that you may remember time, but that you might 

forget it," illustrating his inability to escape the 
oppressive societal values of the past and his deep 
internal conflict. 

Caddy, through her actions and the societal rejection 
she faces, embodies the harsh consequences of the 
gender roles imposed by Southern society. Her sexual 
promiscuity is heavily scrutinized, leading to her exile 
from the Compson family. Faulkner’s portrayal of 
Caddy’s ostracization highlights the rigid expectations 
placed on women in the South, where personal desires 
are often crushed under the weight of social norms. In 
the novel, Caddy’s fall from grace is symbolized by the 
smell of her perfume, which is mentioned repeatedly as 
a marker of her perceived immorality, reinforcing the 
societal judgments she faces. 

Jason, the most cynical and bitter member of the 
Compson family, exemplifies the erosion of family 
bonds and the moral decay caused by the South’s 
economic decline. His resentment toward his family, 
especially toward his niece Miss Quentin, is a reaction 
to the loss of status and control in a world that no 
longer operates according to the traditional values he 
holds dear. His cruelty and self-interest are stark 
examples of how individuals, when deprived of societal 
support, often become trapped in cycles of bitterness 
and exploitation. An example of Jason’s bitterness is his 
view of Miss Quentin, whom he accuses of stealing 
from him, and his continual sense of entitlement to the 
family’s wealth, which reflects his inability to adapt to 
a changing social order. 

Through these characters, Faulkner illustrates the deep 
impact of societal disintegration on the individual, 
showing how the collapse of traditional Southern 
values leads to internal conflict, confusion, and 
violence. The Compsons’ struggles act as a microcosm 
of the broader societal breakdown in the post-Civil War 
South, where social, economic, and cultural structures 
were unable to keep pace with the sweeping changes 
of the 20th century. Faulkner's narrative explores how 
individuals navigate these changes, often with tragic 
results, as they attempt to assert personal identity in a 
world that no longer offers clear paths or stable 
foundations. 

DISCUSSION 

The exploration of societal and individual relationships 
in The Sound and the Fury offers rich insight into the 
complexities of human nature within the context of 
societal decay and change. Faulkner’s use of 
fragmented narrative techniques—particularly stream 
of consciousness—invites the reader to engage deeply 
with the disoriented minds of his characters. This 
fragmented narrative structure is not merely a stylistic 
choice; it mirrors the disintegration of the Compson 
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family and the South’s traditional social fabric. As 
society shifts, so too do the identities of the characters, 
leading to feelings of alienation and loss of purpose. 

The character of Benjy serves as a lens through which 
Faulkner critiques the collapse of traditional values. His 
perception of the world is static, and his inability to 
process time in any logical manner reflects the 
disintegration of the Southern social order. Benjy’s 
emotional attachment to the past—specifically his 
sister Caddy—highlights the importance of memory 
and the longing for a time when familial bonds and 
social structures provided stability. However, Benjy's 
inability to understand the complexities of time and 
change suggests that the South, too, is unable to move 
forward in a meaningful way after the Civil War and the 
ensuing economic collapse. His perspective reflects the 
fragility of identity when societal structures crumble, as 
individuals are left to navigate a chaotic, undefined 
world. 

Quentin, in contrast, represents a more intellectual and 
obsessive approach to the disintegration of the 
Southern ideal. His constant fixation on honor, time, 
and family reputation reveals the internal conflict many 
individuals faced during the cultural shift of the South. 
Quentin's suicide can be interpreted as the ultimate 
rejection of societal values that no longer seem 
relevant in the modern world. His obsession with his 
sister Caddy’s purity symbolizes his desire to hold onto 
an idealized version of the past—one that no longer has 
a place in the present. Through Quentin, Faulkner 
presents the dangers of clinging to outdated societal 
values, which can lead to self-destruction when faced 
with the realities of change. 

Caddy’s character, as a symbol of moral and social 
transgression, reveals the restrictive gender roles that 
defined Southern society. Caddy’s sexual promiscuity 
and her eventual banishment from the Compson family 
serve as a critique of a society that places rigid 
expectations on women, especially concerning sexual 
morality. Faulkner's treatment of Caddy’s fall from 
grace critiques the harsh social judgments women 
faced, suggesting that their roles were often reduced to 
upholding family honor rather than seeking individual 
fulfillment. Caddy’s marginalization illustrates the way 
in which the Southern social order, with its deeply 
entrenched gender norms, failed to accommodate the 
evolving realities of women’s desires and 
independence. 

Jason, who becomes increasingly cynical and detached 
from his family, represents the moral and emotional 
decay caused by the collapse of societal and familial 
expectations. His inability to adapt to the changing 
world—where traditional roles and expectations no 

longer hold sway—marks him as an individual trapped 
in a cycle of bitterness and exploitation. Jason’s 
antagonism toward Miss Quentin and his selfish pursuit 
of money symbolize the erosion of familial loyalty in the 
face of financial desperation. His character 
encapsulates the destructive impact of societal change 
on personal morality and relationships, showing how 
the loss of social order can lead to exploitation and 
isolation. 

Ultimately, Faulkner’s The Sound and the Fury presents 
a critique of the South’s inability to cope with change 
and its resulting effects on individual identity. The 
novel’s portrayal of the Compson family members 
highlights the complexities of human experience within 
a collapsing social framework, showing how societal 
and family structures, when weakened, lead to 
fragmentation and disillusionment. The characters’ 
struggles are emblematic of the broader challenges 
faced by individuals in a world that no longer offers 
clear definitions of morality, identity, or belonging. In 
this way, the novel becomes a powerful commentary 
on the human condition, emphasizing the fragility of 
identity and the tension between personal desire and 
societal expectation. Faulkner’s characters are caught 
in a web of history, family, and societal norms that they 
cannot escape, leading them to tragic conclusions that 
reveal the cost of personal and societal disintegration. 

CONCLUSION 

In the Sound and the Fury, William Faulkner masterfully 
delves into the intricacies of societal and individual 
relationships, illustrating how personal identity 
becomes fragile and malleable within a decaying social 
order. Through the experiences of the Compson family, 
Faulkner portrays the effects of historical and social 
changes on individuals, emphasizing the generational 
conflict and emotional alienation caused by the 
breakdown of traditional values. The novel’s 
fragmented narrative style mirrors the disintegration of 
both the family unit and the South's once-vibrant social 
structure, where past ideals collide with the evolving 
realities of the modern world. 

Each character represents a unique response to this 
societal shift, from Benjy’s inability to comprehend 
time and change to Quentin’s obsessive clinging to the 
past, and Jason’s moral decay as he tries to navigate a 
world that no longer offers the same certainties. 
Faulkner’s critique of the rigid, patriarchal Southern 
society is evident in the way Caddy, as a symbol of 
moral transgression, is ostracized, highlighting the 
societal pressure placed on women and the destructive 
consequences of these gender expectations. 

Through the portrayal of these diverse characters and 
their relationships to one another, Faulkner explores 



International Journal Of Literature And Languages 8 https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijll 

International Journal Of Literature And Languages (ISSN: 2771-2834) 
 

 

the tension between the individual’s quest for meaning 
and the oppressive weight of societal norms. The Sound 
and the Fury thus emerges as a powerful reflection on 
the fragmentation of both familial and societal bonds 
in a world in transition, offering profound insights into 
the complexities of human existence in the face of 
historical, social, and personal upheaval. Ultimately, 
Faulkner presents a poignant commentary on the 
fragile nature of identity and the enduring human 
struggle to find meaning in an ever-changing world. 

REFERENCES 

Quigley, C. (2002). Narrative Techniques in Faulkner’s 
The Sound and the Fury. University of Illinois Press. P-
136-145 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). GENDER DIFFERENTIATION OF 
MASCULINE AND FEMININE VERBALIZATION. European 
International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and 
Management Studies, 2(05), 59-65. 

Djalilova, Z. O. (2021). Studies on gender linguistics in 
the field of Uzbek language. Academic research in 
educational sciences, 2(3), 391-397. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2021). Comparative Analysis Of Uzbek 
Men's And Women's Speech Through The Prism Of 
Gender Linguistics. Central Asian journal of literature, 
philosophy and culture, 2(2), 22-26. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). Speech Behavior and its Gender 
Specificity on the Basis of the Main English Language 
Variants. Middle European Scientific Bulletin, 22, 199-
205. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2021). Gender issues in foreign 
theoretical linguistics: concerning the history of the 
issue. Gender issues, 7(6). 

JALILOVA, Z. O. (2021, March). ON THE FORMATION OF 
THE LANGUAGE OF SCIENTIFIC LITERATURE IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE. In E-Conference 
Globe (pp. 18-22). 

Jalilova, Z. O. (2020). Concerning the issue of terms, 
having a place with various morphological classes (in 
view of the example of the terminologial arrangement 
of social action). Новый день в медицине, (4), 501-
503. 

Dzhalilova, Z. O. (2021). The Latin language's 
international status. Молодой ученый, (41), 32-34. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). GENDER SPEECH BEHAVIOR IN 
THE CONTEXT OF THE SOCIO-LINGUISTIC FACTOR. Web 
of Scientist: International Scientific Research Journal, 
3(6), 190-198. 

Dzhalilova, Z. O., Hajdarova, N. S., & Tashpulatova, N. 
A. (2021). Latin in the Contemporary World. Молодой 
ученый, (24), 400-402. 

Djalilova, Z. (2022). POLITENESS IN WOMEN’S 

DISCOURSE IN ENGLISH AND UZBEK LANGUAGES. 
Academic research in modern science, 1(11), 29-34. 

Джалилова, З. (2022). РЕАЛИЗАЦИЯ МАКСИМ 
ВЕЖЛИВОСТИ В АНГЛИЙСКОМ И УЗБЕКСКОМ 
ДИАЛОГАХ. Zamonaviy dunyoda innovatsion 
tadqiqotlar: Nazariya va amaliyot, 1(21), 22-33. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). A Speech Etiquette Formula for 
the Gender Communication Strategy. American Journal 
of Social and Humanitarian Research, 3(10), 44-50. 

Djalilova, Z. (2022). DISCURSIVE ELEMENTS AND THE 
CATEGORY OF POLITENESS. Academic research in 
modern science, 1(12), 8-14. 

Джалилова, З. О. (2022). НУТҚ ҲАРАКАТЛАРИДА 
ХУШМУОМАЛАЛИКНИНГ ГЕНДЕР ХУСУСИЯТЛАРИ. 
МЕЖДУНАРОДНЫЙ ЖУРНАЛ ИСКУССТВО СЛОВА, 
5(5). 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). DISTINCTIVE FEATURES OF 
MALE AND FEMALE ORAL SPEECH IN MODERN 
ENGLISH. International Journal Of Literature And 
Languages, 2(10), 14-21. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2022). THE MAIN CONCEPTS OF 
POLITENESS IN MODERN LINGUOPRAGMATICS: THE 
POLITENESS PRINCIPLE BY J. LEECH. International 
Journal of Pedagogics, 2(11), 15-20. 

Djalilova, Z. (2022). GENDER DIFFERENTIATION OF 
DISCOURSE ELEMENTS AS INDICATORS OF POSITIVE 
AND NEGATIVE EVALUATIONS. International Bulletin of 
Applied Science and Technology, 2(12), 55-63. 

Djalilova, Z. (2022). GENDER-DETERMINED 
DIFFERENCES IN THE SPEECH OF LITERARY 
CHARACTERS. Eurasian Journal of Academic Research, 
2(12), 210-215. 

Djalilova, Z. (2022). GENDER ELEMENT OF SPEECH 
BEHAVIOR FROM THE POSITION OF TEXT 
ORGANIZATION MECHANISMS. Eurasian Journal of 
Academic Research, 2(13), 274-281. 

Джалилова, З. (2022). ПРАГМАТИЧЕСКИЙ ВЗГЛЯД НА 
МЕЖЛИЧНОСТНОЕ ОБЩЕНИЕ. Zamonaviy dunyoda 
ilm-fan va texnologiya, 1(7), 331-336. 

Djalilova, Z. (2022). GENDER XUSHMUOMALALIKKA 
ASOSLANGAN IBORALARNING SHAKLLANISHI. 
Zamonaviy dunyoda innovatsion tadqiqotlar: Nazariya 
va amaliyot, 1(28), 303-308. 

Djalilova, Z. O. (2023). A DISCOURSIVE TURN IN THE 
THEORY OF LINGUISTIC POLITENESS: TO THE 
FORMATION OF THE THEORY OF LINGUISTIC 
IMPOLITENESS. International Journal Of Literature And 
Languages, 3(02), 15-23. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). PEDAGOGICAL EDUCATIONAL 
TECHNOLOGY: ESSENCE, CHARACTERISTICS AND 
EFFICIENCY. Академические исследования в 



International Journal Of Literature And Languages 9 https://theusajournals.com/index.php/ijll 

International Journal Of Literature And Languages (ISSN: 2771-2834) 
 

 

современной науке, 2(23), 29-38. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). THE SIGNIFICANCE AND POSITION 
OF TEACHING METHODS IN PROFESSIONAL TRAINING. 
Solution of social problems in management and 
economy, 2(10), 31-42. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). THE USE OF LATIN TERMINOLOGY 
IN MEDICAL CASE. Академические исследования в 
современной науке, 2(14), 9-15. 

Джалилова, З. (2023). The notion of illocution in the 
theory of speech acts by John Austin. Современные 
тенденции при обучении иностранному языку в XXI 
веке, 1(1). 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2023). ADAPTING TEACHING 
METHODS TO MODERN EDUCATIONAL TRENDS: 
PEDAGOGICAL ASPECT. International Journal of 
Pedagogics, 3(10), 72-77. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). LANGUAGE LEARNING STRATEGIES 
AND THEIR IMPLICATION FOR TEACHING ENGLISH. 
Центральноазиатский журнал образования и 
инноваций, 2(11), 18-22. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). ADVANCING PEDAGOGICAL 
APPROACHES: LEVERAGING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
TECHNOLOGIES TO ENHANCE THE INTEGRATION OF 
ENGLISH AND LATIN LANGUAGE INSTRUCTIONAL 
METHODS. International Bulletin of Medical Sciences 
and Clinical Research, 3(12), 54-60. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). ADVANCING CRITICAL THINKING 
PROFICIENCY THROUGH OPTIMIZED PEDAGOGICAL 
APPROACHES. International Bulletin of Medical 
Sciences and Clinical Research, 3(12), 61-67. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). IMPROVING METHODOLOGIES FOR 
INTEGRATIVE ENGLISH AND LATIN LANGUAGE 
TEACHING USING ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE 
TECHNOLOGIES. Центральноазиатский журнал 
образования и инноваций, 2(12 Part 2), 29-34. 

Djalilova, Z. (2023). ELEVATING CRITICAL THINKING 
WITH EFFICIENT TEACHING METHODS (GEARED 
TOWARDS MEDICAL STUDENTS). International Bulletin 
of Medical Sciences and Clinical Research, 3(11), 97-
102. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2023). THE ART OF QUESTIONING: 
ENHANCING CRITICAL THINKING THROUGH EFFECTIVE 
PEDAGOGICAL TECHNIQUES. International Journal Of 
Literature And Languages, 3(11), 54-60. 

Djalilova, Z. (2024). APPLICATION OF ARTIFICIAL 
INTELLIGENCE TECHNOLOGIES IN HISTORY 
EDUCATION. Журнал академических исследований 
нового Узбекистана, 1(2), 5-11. 

Djalilova, Z. (2024). ELEVATING CRITICAL THINKING 
WITH EFFICIENT TEACHING METHODS (GEARED 
TOWARDS MEDICAL STUDENTS). 

Центральноазиатский журнал междисциплинарных 
исследований и исследований в области 
управления, 1(2), 8-12. 

Джалилова, З. (2024). МЕТОДЫ РАЗРАБОТКИ 
ТЕХНОЛОГИЙ ИСКУССТВЕННОГО ИНТЕЛЛЕКТА ДЛЯ 
ИНТЕГРАТИВНОГО ПРЕПОДАВАНИЯ АНГЛИЙСКОГО 
ЯЗЫКА СТУДЕНТАМ МЕДИЦИНСКИХ ВУЗОВ. Журнал 
академических исследований нового Узбекистана, 
1(1), 19-22. 

Obidovna, D. Z. (2024). UTILIZING INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY TO STRENGTHEN EDUCATION IN LATIN 
LANGUAGE AND MEDICAL TERMINOLOGY. PEDAGOG, 
7(5), 72-80. 


