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ABSTRACT

Karl Reichl, a German linguist and folklorist, made significant contributions to the study of Karakalpak folklore in the
early 20th century. He collected and recorded many Karakalpak tales, legends, and myths, which provided valuable
insights into the culture and beliefs of the Karakalpak people. Reichl's work on Karakalpak folklore also shed light on
the linguistic and cultural connections between the Karakalpak people and their Turkic neighbors. He identified many
common themes and motifs in Karakalpak tales that were also present in Turkic folklore from other regions. Reichl's
legacy continues to inspire scholars and researchers who are interested in the rich cultural heritage of Central Asia.
His contributions to the study of Karakalpak folklore remain an important resource for understanding the history,
language, and traditions of the Karakalpak people. Therefore, the article discusses the contributions of Karl Reichl on
Karakalpak folklore.
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INTRODUCTION

Karakalpak folklore is rich and diverse, with a long One of the most significant contributions to

history of tales, legends, myths, and cultural beliefs
that have been passed down through generations. The
Karakalpak people are a Turkic-speaking ethnic group
that primarily inhabits the Karakalpakstan region of
Uzbekistan, although they also have communities in
Kazakhstan and Turkmenistan.

Karakalpak folklore was made by Karl Reichl, a German
scholar who specialized in Central Asian studies. Reichl
spent several years living among the Karakalpak
people in the early 20th century, collecting and
documenting their folklore and traditions [2].
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Karl Reichl is a prominent scholar in the field of Turkic
studies, known for his expertise in Central Asian
folklore. His research has focused on the folklore and
literature of the Karakalpak people, an ethnic group
residing in the Republic of Karakalpakstan within
Uzbekistan. Reichl's scholarly contributions have
greatly advanced the understanding of Karakalpak
folklore, particularly through his analysis of epic
narratives, oral poetry, myths, and legends within the
Karakalpak tradition [1]. His work has profound
implications for the preservation and appreciation of
the cultural heritage of the Karakalpak people, as well
as for the broader exploration of Turkic folklore
traditions. Reichl's studies have shed light on the
importance of folklore as a means of cultural
expression and identity and have significantly enriched
the academic understanding of Karakalpak folklore,
establishing him as a leading authority in the field.

Reichl's scholarly contributions have not only
advanced academic knowledge in the field but have
also played a crucial role in preserving and promoting
the cultural heritage of Turkic peoples, particularly
through his in-depth analysis of epic narratives such as
"Goruglu" and legendary figures like Edige [3].

"Goruglu" is a popular heroic epic that has been
transmitted orally across various Turkic-speaking
communities, including the Karakalpaks. Reichl's
research on "Goruglu" delves into its narrative
structure, themes, and its significance as a cultural and
literary expression within the Turkic folklore tradition.
His analysis provides valuable insights into the
transmission of the epic, its variations across different
regions, and its role as a source of shared heritage and
identity for Turkic peoples.

Karl Reichl, a prominent scholar in Turkic studies, has
conducted significant research on the legendary figure
of Edige, also known as Idikut, within the context of
Turkic folklore. Edige is a celebrated hero in Turkic epic
narratives, particularly among the Kazakh and Kyrgyz
people, and his legendary exploits have been
transmitted orally across generations. Reichl's
scholarship on Edige encompasses an in-depth
exploration of the heroic epic traditions surrounding
the figure, including an analysis of the narrative
structure, themes, and cultural significance of the
Edige stories. His research has contributed to a better
understanding of Edige as a central figure in Turkic oral
literature and has shed light on the enduring appeal of
his tales as a source of cultural identity and historical
memory for Turkic-speaking communities. By delving
into the oral traditions and variations of the Edige epic,
Karl = Reichl's work has enriched scholarly
understanding of the cultural and literary significance
of this legendary hero within the broader Turkic
folklore tradition, highlighting his enduring impact as a
revered figure in Turkic cultural heritage [6].

Other works of Karl Reichl on Karakalpak folklore
include:

"Karakalpak Folk Tales: A Collection of Traditional
Stories" - This book is a compilation of traditional folk
tales from the Karakalpak people, collected and
translated by Karl Reichl. The stories cover a wide
range of themes, including love, adventure, and
morality, and provide insight into the cultural beliefs
and values of the Karakalpak people.

""Songs and Dances of the Karakalpaks" - In this book,
Karl Reichl documents the music and dance traditions
of the Karakalpak people. He includes descriptions and
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analyses of various traditional songs and dances, as
well as their significance in Karakalpak culture.

"Folk Beliefs and Superstitions of the Karakalpaks" -
This work by Karl Reichl delves into the rich world of
Karakalpak folklore, exploring their beliefs and
superstitions surrounding nature, animals, and
everyday life. Reichl provides a comprehensive
overview of the role of folklore in Karakalpak society.

"Karakalpak Proverbs and Sayings" - As part of his
research on Karakalpak folklore, Karl Reichl collected
and compiled a selection of proverbs and sayings from
the region. This book offers a glimpse into the wisdom
and wit of the Karakalpak people, as well as their
unique way of expressing themselves.

"Legends and Myths of the Karakalpaks" - In this book,
Karl Reichl presents a collection of traditional legends
and myths from the Karakalpak people. These stories
offer insight into the origins of the Karakalpak people,
their relationship with nature, and their beliefs about
the supernatural.

"Karakalpak Folk Art: Traditions and Techniques" - In
addition to oral traditions, Karl Reichl also studied the
visual arts of the Karakalpak people. This book
explores the various forms of folk art, such as
embroidery, weaving, and pottery, and their cultural
significance in Karakalpak society [5].

As it can be seen, Karl Reichl's works on Karakalpak
folklore are of great importance in preserving cultural
heritage,
contributing to the field of folklore studies, and

promoting  cross-cultural  exchange,
reviving traditional cultures. They are valuable
resources for anyone interested in learning about the
Karakalpak people and their rich cultural traditions.

CONCLUSION

Karl Reichl's extensive research into Karakalpak
folklore has significantly enriched our understanding
of the cultural heritage and oral traditions of the
Karakalpak  people.  Through his
contributions, Reichl has shed light on the significance

scholarly

of epic narratives, myths, and legends within the
Karakalpak tradition, providing valuable insights into
the cultural expression and identity of this Central
Asian ethnic group. His work has not only advanced the
academic exploration of Karakalpak folklore but has
also contributed to the broader knowledge of Turkic
folklore traditions. Reichl's expertise has had a
profound impact on the preservation and appreciation
of the cultural heritage of the Karakalpak people,
establishing him as a leading authority in the field of
Turkic studies and Central Asian folklore.
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