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Abstract: Developing speaking skills among young learners is one of the main objectives of English as a Foreign
Language (EFL) education in primary schools. Young learners require engaging and meaningful activities that
stimulate communication and support language production. Storytelling and picture description have become
widely used strategies that provide visual and narrative support for oral language development. This article
examines how storytelling and picture description activities contribute to the development of speaking skills in
primary EFL classrooms. The study reviews theoretical perspectives on language acquisition and recent research
findings related to narrative-based instruction. The paper argues that storytelling combined with picture-based
activities improves learners’ vocabulary, fluency, sentence formation, and confidence in oral communication. The
findings suggest that integrating narrative and visual approaches can significantly enhance speaking competence
in young EFL learners.

Keywords: Storytelling, picture description, speaking skills, young learners, EFL education, narrative competence,
oral communication.

description have proven to be effective techniques for
developing oral communication skills. Storytelling
encourages learners to produce narratives and
organize ideas in a logical sequence, while picture
description provides visual support that facilitates
vocabulary use and sentence construction (Wright,
2019). Studies show that narrative-based instruction
increases learners’ engagement and significantly
improves their speaking abilities in EFL classrooms
(Khamraeva, 2024). This article explores the
pedagogical value of storytelling and picture
description in developing speaking skills among young
EFL learners. It also examines how these activities can
be implemented effectively in primary school
classrooms.

Introduction: Teaching English to young learners
requires pedagogical approaches that encourage
communication, creativity, and active participation.
Speaking skills are particularly important in early
language education because they allow children to
express ideas, interact with peers, and practice
language structures in meaningful contexts (Cameron,
2021). In many primary EFL classrooms, however,
learners often struggle to speak due to limited
vocabulary, lack of confidence, or insufficient
opportunities for communication.

Second language acquisition research emphasizes that
meaningful interaction plays a key role in language
development. According to Long’s Interaction
Hypothesis, language learning occurs when learners

participate in communicative interaction and negotiate
meaning with others (Long, 2015). Therefore, teaching
approaches that promote interaction and creativity are
highly valuable in primary EFL education.

Among such approaches, storytelling and picture
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Young learners differ from adult learners in terms of
cognitive development, attention span, and learning
preferences. Children typically learn languages through
interaction, imitation, and contextualized
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communication rather than through explicit grammar
instruction (Pinter, 2017). For this reason, language
teaching methods for young learners should focus on
interactive and meaningful activities.

Speaking skills play a fundamental role in early
language learning because oral communication allows
learners to practice vocabulary, pronunciation, and
grammatical structures simultaneously (Harmer, 2021).
Narrative-based activities such as storytelling
encourage children to connect ideas and organize
information  in  meaningful ways.  Narrative
competence, which involves the ability to structure
events into coherent stories, has been identified as an
important aspect of language development in
childhood (McCabe & Rollins, 2019).

Another important concept in young learners’ language
development is scaffolding. According to Vygotsky’s
sociocultural theory, learning occurs through social
interaction and guidance from more knowledgeable
individuals (Vygotsky, 1978). Scaffolding techniques
such as prompting, modeling, and visual support help
learners gradually develop independence in language
use (Bruner, 1983). Storytelling and picture description
activities naturally incorporate scaffolding because
teachers can guide learners through questions, visuals,
and contextual cues.

The Role of Storytelling in Language Learning

Storytelling is widely recognized as an effective
pedagogical tool in language teaching. It allows
learners to explore language through narratives that
involve characters, events, and emotions. Stories
naturally attract children’s attention and create
meaningful contexts for language use (Ellis & Brewster,
2014).

Research has demonstrated that storytelling activities
enhance vocabulary acquisition, pronunciation, and
fluency among young learners. When students listen to
or tell stories, they are exposed to authentic language
patterns and meaningful discourse structures (Isbell et
al., 2020). In addition, storytelling promotes creativity
and imagination, which increases learners’ motivation

to participate in  classroom communication
(Khamraeva, 2024).
Narrative activities also help learners develop

discourse competence. Students learn to describe
events, explain relationships between actions, and
organize ideas chronologically. These skills are essential
components of communicative competence in
language learning (Richards, 2022).

Storytelling activities in primary EFL classrooms can
take many forms depending on learners’ age, language
proficiency, and instructional goals. Effective
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storytelling activities should provide linguistic support
while encouraging learners to produce meaningful oral
language. Researchers emphasize that storytelling
tasks should involve interaction, visual support, and
opportunities for learners to actively construct
narratives (Ellis & Brewster, 2014; Cameron, 2021). The
following types of storytelling activities are commonly
used to develop speaking skills among young learners.

Teacher-led storytelling is one of the most widely used
techniques in primary language classrooms. In this
activity, the teacher narrates a story while using
gestures, facial expressions, pictures, flashcards, or
realia to support comprehension. Young learners listen
to the story and respond to simple questions such as
Who is this?, What is happening?, or What will happen
next?.

This type of storytelling provides important language
input and helps learners become familiar with new
vocabulary, sentence structures, and narrative
patterns. According to Ellis and Brewster (2014),
teacher storytelling also improves listening
comprehension and prepares students for more active
speaking tasks such as retelling or role-playing.

Story retelling is a productive activity in which learners
reconstruct a story that they have previously heard or
read. Students may retell the story individually, in pairs,
or in small groups. Teachers can provide visual aids
such as story maps, picture sequences, or key words to
support the retelling process.

Retelling encourages learners to practice using new
vocabulary and grammatical structures while
organizing ideas logically. Research indicates that
retelling activities help learners develop narrative
competence and improve fluency in oral
communication (Cameron, 2021). Moreover, retelling
allows teachers to assess students’ comprehension and
language production skills.

Collaborative storytelling involves students working
together to create a story. In this activity, each learner
contributes a sentence or idea to the narrative. For
example, the first student may introduce the main
character, the second describes the setting, and others
add events that develop the story.

Collaborative storytelling promotes interaction and
peer learning. It also encourages learners to listen
carefully to their classmates and respond
appropriately, which strengthens communicative
competence. According to Harmer (2021), group
storytelling activities create opportunities for
negotiation of meaning, an important process in
second language acquisition.

Picture-based storytelling is especially effective for
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young learners because it combines visual support with
narrative production. Teachers present a sequence of
pictures that represent different stages of a story, and
students describe each picture and connect them to
form a complete narrative.

Visual stimuli help learners generate ideas and reduce
the cognitive load associated with language
production. Wright (2019) notes that pictures stimulate
imagination and encourage learners to use descriptive
language when telling stories. This method also helps
students practice vocabulary related to actions,
emotions, and everyday situations.

Story completion is a creative storytelling technique in
which the teacher begins a story and asks students to
continue it. The teacher may introduce the characters
and setting and then pause at a critical moment in the
narrative. Students are invited to predict or invent the
next events. This activity encourages creativity and
spontaneous language use. It also allows learners to
practice expressing opinions and making predictions.
Story completion tasks are particularly effective for
developing fluency because learners must produce
language without relying entirely on memorized
structures (Richards, 2022).

Role-play storytelling combines storytelling with
dramatic performance. Students take on the roles of
characters in a story and act out the events through
dialogue and actions. For example, learners may
perform a short fairy tale, a classroom story, or a simple
dialogue based on a narrative. Role-play activities
increase learners’ motivation and encourage them to
use language in authentic communicative situations.
Studies show that dramatization activities improve
pronunciation, intonation, and confidence in speaking
among young learners (Pinter, 2017). Furthermore,
role-playing helps learners understand characters’
emotions and intentions, which enhances narrative
comprehension.

With the increasing use of technology in education,
digital storytelling has become an innovative method
for language learning. Digital storytelling involves
creating stories using multimedia tools such as images,
audio recordings, and video clips. Students may record
their voices while narrating a story accompanied by
pictures or animations. Digital storytelling promotes
creativity and allows learners to practice speaking in a
supportive environment. Research suggests that digital
storytelling improves oral fluency, pronunciation, and
motivation in EFL classrooms (Ramalingam, 2022).
Additionally, the use of technology increases learners’
engagement and encourages independent learning.

Personal storytelling encourages learners to share their
own experiences, memories, or daily activities.
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Teachers may ask questions such as What did you do
yesterday? or Tell us about your favorite holiday. This
type of storytelling helps learners connect language
learning with real-life experiences.

Personal storytelling is particularly valuable for
developing communicative competence because it
allows students to express personal meaning and
emotions. According to McCabe and Rollins (2019),
sharing personal stories also contributes to cognitive
and social development by helping children organize
their experiences into meaningful narratives.

Picture Description Activities in EFL Classrooms

Picture description activities are widely used in primary
EFL classrooms as an effective strategy for developing
young learners’ speaking skills. Visual materials provide
contextual support that helps learners understand
meaning and produce language more confidently. For
children who are still developing vocabulary and
grammatical competence, pictures act as scaffolding
tools that stimulate ideas and encourage oral
communication. Researchers emphasize that visual
prompts reduce cognitive load and allow learners to
focus on language production rather than struggling to
generate ideas independently (Wright, 2019; Cameron,
2021).

In language learning, pictures can represent actions,
emotions, relationships, and everyday situations.
When learners describe visual images, they practice
forming sentences, using descriptive vocabulary, and
organizing ideas logically. According to Harmer (2021),
visual prompts play a crucial role in communicative
language teaching because they create meaningful
contexts for language use. In primary classrooms,
picture description activities are particularly valuable
because they combine observation, imagination, and
interaction.

Furthermore, picture-based  tasks  encourage
spontaneous speaking. Instead of memorizing
sentences, learners produce language based on what
they see. Studies have shown that picture description
activities can significantly improve young learners’ oral
fluency, vocabulary acquisition, and confidence in
speaking English (Jaolath, Binnendyk, & Rijoly, 2024).
Visual stimuli are essential in teaching young learners
because children naturally respond to images more
easily than to abstract explanations. Pictures stimulate
curiosity and activate learners’ prior knowledge,
making it easier to introduce new vocabulary and
concepts. According to Wright (2019), visual materials
help learners connect words with meaning and support
the development of communicative competence.

In picture description activities, learners analyze visual
information and translate it into spoken language. This
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process strengthens several linguistic abilities
simultaneously, including vocabulary development,
grammatical accuracy, and discourse organization.
Moreover, visual prompts help learners remember
language structures because they associate words with
concrete images.

Another important advantage of visual stimuli is that
they reduce anxiety in language learning. Young
learners may feel hesitant to speak if they do not know
what to say. Pictures provide a clear reference point
that guides learners’ responses and encourages them
to participate actively in classroom communication
(Cameron, 2021). Different types of picture description
activities can be used in primary EFL classrooms
depending on learners’ proficiency levels and
instructional objectives. These activities vary in
complexity and can be adapted to suit different stages
of language development.

Single picture description is one of the simplest forms
of visual speaking activities. The teacher presents a
picture showing people, objects, or actions, and
learners describe what they see using simple
sentences. For example, students may describe a
picture of a park by saying “The boy is playing football”
or “The girl is riding a bicycle.” This activity helps young
learners practice basic vocabulary, sentence patterns,
and grammatical structures such as the present
continuous tense. It also develops observational skills
and encourages learners to speak in complete
sentences rather than single words (Wright, 2019).

Picture sequence storytelling involves presenting a
series of pictures that represent different stages of a
story. Learners analyze each picture and describe the
events in chronological order. By connecting the
images into a narrative, students practice sequencing
language using expressions such as first, then, after
that, and finally.

Research shows that picture sequences are particularly
effective in developing narrative competence among
young learners because they encourage learners to
organize ideas logically and construct coherent stories
(Arguello San Martin et al., 2020). This activity also
supports the development of discourse skills, which are
essential for effective communication.

Guessing games based on picture description create
interactive speaking opportunities. In this activity, one
student describes a picture while others try to guess
what it represents. For example, a student may
describe an animal without naming it, while classmates
guess the correct answer. Guessing games promote
active listening and spontaneous speech. They also
increase motivation because learners enjoy the
challenge and competition involved in the activity.
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According to Harmer (2021), such communicative
games encourage learners to use language creatively
while maintaining a relaxed classroom atmosphere.

Spot-the-difference tasks involve two similar pictures
with slight variations. Students work in pairs to identify
and describe the differences between the images. For
example, learners may say “In my picture, the boy is
wearing a hat,” while their partner responds “In my
picture, the boy is not wearing a hat.”

This activity promotes interaction and negotiation of
meaning, which are important processes in second
language acquisition (Long, 2015). It also encourages

learners to practice descriptive language and
comparative structures.
Picture-based discussions encourage learners to

express opinions and interpretations about an image.
Teachers may present pictures that depict real-life
situations and ask open-ended questions such as
“What do you think is happening?” or “How does the
boy feel?”. This type of activity promotes higher-level
speaking skills such as explaining ideas, expressing
emotions, and giving reasons. Picture discussions also

help learners develop critical thinking and
communication skills (Pinter, 2017).
Picture description activities provide numerous

educational benefits for young learners. First, they
enhance vocabulary acquisition by exposing learners to
words related to objects, actions, and emotions.
Second, they improve sentence construction because
learners must organize words into meaningful
structures.

Additionally, picture-based tasks increase learners’
confidence in speaking. Because students rely on visual
support, they feel less pressure to produce perfect
language and are more willing to participate in
communication. Studies have shown that picture
description tasks reduce speaking anxiety and increase
students’ willingness to communicate in a foreign
language (Jaolath et al., 2024).

Another benefit is that picture description promotes
collaborative learning. Many activities, such as pair
discussions and group storytelling, require learners to
interact with their peers. Through these interactions,
students practice negotiation of meaning and develop
social communication skills (Harmer, 2021).

Finally, picture description activities stimulate
creativity and imagination. Learners are encouraged to
interpret images in different ways and construct unique
narratives. This process not only enhances language
development but also supports cognitive and
emotional growth.

The Role of the Teacher in Picture Description
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Activities

The teacher plays an important role in guiding picture
description tasks. Effective teachers provide clear
instructions, model language structures, and offer
scaffolding support when necessary. For example,
teachers may introduce useful phrases such as “I can
see...”, “There is...”, or “The boy is...” to help learners
structure their responses. Teachers should also
encourage students to speak in full sentences and
provide positive feedback to build confidence.
According to Vygotsky’s sociocultural theory,
supportive interaction between teachers and learners
is essential for language development (Vygotsky,
1978). Therefore, teachers should create a supportive
classroom environment where students feel
comfortable expressing their ideas.

Integrating Storytelling and Picture Description in
Primary EFL Classes

Integrating storytelling and picture description
activities provides a powerful instructional approach
for developing speaking skills among young EFL
learners. These two techniques complement each
other because storytelling encourages narrative
production, while pictures provide visual support that
helps learners generate ideas and organize their
speech. When used together, they create meaningful
contexts for communication and promote active
participation in language learning (Cameron, 2021).

Young learners often rely on visual and contextual cues
when producing language. Pictures help learners
understand the situation and provide a concrete
reference that facilitates speaking. At the same time,
storytelling allows learners to structure ideas and
express them in narrative form. According to Wright
(2019), combining visual prompts with storytelling
encourages learners to describe events, interpret
actions, and connect ideas logically.

In classroom practice, teachers can integrate these
techniques by presenting picture sequences that
represent a story. Students first analyze the images and
describe the characters, actions, and settings. Then
they use these descriptions to create a coherent
narrative. This process supports language production
by guiding learners through different stages of
speaking development, from simple description to
more complex storytelling.

Furthermore, integrating these activities supports
communicative language teaching principles. Learners
engage in authentic communication while interacting
with peers and teachers. Such interaction encourages
negotiation of meaning and supports second language
acquisition (Long, 2015). For example, students may
work in pairs to describe a picture and collaboratively
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create a story, which promotes both language practice
and social interaction.

Another effective approach is story reconstruction. In
this activity, learners receive pictures in random order
and must arrange them logically before telling the
story. This task stimulates critical thinking and
encourages learners to discuss their ideas in English.
According to Pinter (2017), activities that involve
problem-solving and collaboration are particularly
beneficial for young learners because they increase
motivation and participation.

Storytelling and picture description activities provide
numerous pedagogical benefits for developing
speaking skills in primary EFL classrooms. One of the
most important advantages is the development of
vocabulary and sentence structure. When learners
describe pictures or tell stories, they naturally use
descriptive language and practice constructing
sentences. This repeated use of language helps
learners internalize grammatical patterns and expand
their vocabulary (Harmer, 2021).

Another significant benefit is the development of
narrative competence. Storytelling requires learners to
organize events in a logical sequence and express
relationships between characters and actions.
According to McCabe and Rollins (2019), narrative
competence plays a key role in children’s language
development because it helps them structure ideas and
communicate effectively.

These activities also enhance fluency and
pronunciation. Frequent speaking practice allows
learners to develop confidence in producing spoken
language. When students repeatedly describe pictures
or retell stories, they become more comfortable
speaking English and improve their pronunciation and
intonation (Cameron, 2021).

In addition, storytelling and picture description
promote creativity and imagination. Young learners are
naturally imaginative, and narrative activities allow
them to express ideas freely. Creative storytelling tasks
encourage learners to invent characters, predict
events, and explore different possibilities within a
narrative context (Ellis & Brewster, 2014).

Another important advantage is the development of
social and collaborative skills. Many storytelling
activities involve pair or group work, where learners
must cooperate to create or present stories. Through
these interactions, learners practice turn-taking,
listening, and responding appropriately to others
(Harmer, 2021).

Finally, storytelling and picture description increase
motivation and engagement. Young learners often
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enjoy stories and visual materials, which makes
language learning more enjoyable and meaningful.
When learners are engaged in storytelling activities,
they are more likely to participate actively and practice
speaking in the target language (Pinter, 2017).

Challenges and Pedagogical Considerations

Despite the many benefits of storytelling and picture
description activities, teachers may encounter certain
challenges when implementing these techniques in
primary EFL classrooms. One common challenge is
limited vocabulary. Young learners may struggle to
express ideas because they do not know the necessary
words or phrases. Teachers can address this problem
by pre-teaching key vocabulary and providing language
models before starting the activity (Cameron, 2021).

Another challenge is learners’ lack of confidence or
shyness when speaking in a foreign language. Some
students may feel anxious about making mistakes in
front of their classmates. Creating a supportive and
encouraging classroom environment is essential to
overcome this problem. Teachers should emphasize
that mistakes are a natural part of language learning
and encourage students to participate without fear
(Harmer, 2021).

Classroom management can also present difficulties,
especially when activities involve group work or
discussions. Young learners may become distracted or
lose focus during interactive tasks. To maintain
effective classroom management, teachers should
provide clear instructions, establish rules for
participation, and carefully monitor group activities
(Pinter, 2017).

Another pedagogical consideration is the need for
appropriate scaffolding. According to Vygotsky’s
sociocultural theory, learners develop new skills
through guided interaction with more knowledgeable
individuals (Vygotsky, 1978). Teachers should provide
prompts, guiding questions, and visual support to help
learners gradually develop their speaking abilities.

Finally, teachers should consider the level of task
difficulty. Activities that are too simple may not
challenge learners, while tasks that are too complex
may discourage participation. Effective teachers adapt
storytelling and picture description activities according
to learners’ language proficiency and cognitive
development.

CONCLUSION

Developing speaking skills in primary EFL classrooms is

essential for building learners’ communicative
competence and supporting overall language
development. Young learners benefit from

instructional approaches that encourage interaction,
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creativity, and meaningful communication. Storytelling
and picture description activities provide effective
opportunities for learners to practice speaking in
engaging and supportive contexts.

The analysis presented in this article demonstrates that
storytelling activities help learners develop narrative
competence, expand vocabulary, and improve fluency
in oral communication. At the same time, picture
description tasks provide visual support that facilitates
idea generation and sentence construction. When
these techniques are integrated in classroom practice,
they create a dynamic learning environment that
encourages learners to express ideas and participate
actively in communication.

Furthermore, storytelling and picture description
activities contribute not only to linguistic development
but also to cognitive and social growth. Through these
activities, learners develop creativity, imagination,
collaboration skills, and confidence in speaking English.
Research in language education confirms that visual
and narrative approaches are particularly effective for
young learners because they align with children’s
natural learning processes (Cameron, 2021; Wright,
2019).

However, successful implementation of these
techniques requires careful planning and appropriate
pedagogical strategies. Teachers should provide
scaffolding, adapt activities to learners’ proficiency
levels, and create a supportive classroom environment
that encourages participation. When applied
effectively, storytelling and picture description can
significantly improve young learners’ speaking skills
and foster positive attitudes toward English language
learning.

In conclusion, integrating storytelling and picture
description into primary EFL instruction represents a
valuable approach for promoting communicative
competence and supporting the holistic development
of young language learners.
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